22X 52 *1nnn vawnn v
1984 / 06 R

Y2

POINMN a7a050N .1

M5 X2 MIYERRI
SWhp 2 NI Ty
,42220 .1

R 75 amnb mn
47226

S7A

"po2202n 7a0shN L1

IchessU Limited .2
,'7W""O NN 21T ANN NTAIRNRT 0020
.1 yanin ,bmw’: AR 7RI MYyxXnNa

J°7 PR nbaRk mwpa

abwY 2OYanIT AR 2191 MMINT PIT TT0 MIpN MINTAY IRNN2 PT POD 1Y NNTD WRamm wewn v 2D
STINT 1777 970 Mapn 971 206 Mapn ERAT2 ,PT T NN WY BIWwR NN 23 WD 7N 2150 NN

MR TR L1 yani® own IRIT2 Anbwn cnnma vewnd 3% ayana awan 06.08.2006 0121
QY W7 TYI WITT N3 W 0°yANID 1PwI WK WIT D 03 2 NYIANIT DR D2AR1NT DR
T IRRNAT ARYPNM 19K 73 Y13PD vBWNRT N°2 '3 wpan® w2 MARINKT M2°0IT MR KT

yania Ay ant nwan By 11207 721 Skype NI My¥nRI yanim yana 12anont 21.08.2006 01°3.2
3 ¥y 2N L1191 RP3 AT IMRND NINAW 727( 1°727 MIRIRD APTHN DR 1Y 0D YN R
a3 PR yani® Ay 10°1 YN Lyant and nR Pp XD 19 DYY )ATIp2 nyn amx2 aw yann
w3 Wmw 28.08.2006 0173 .772YN 7YX 0702 PN yanat R ,Skype N3N MYINRI 7Y°INT
PRANT YanIT IR ,AY°ANT An3 AR Mond (A2 nyTe yana wpra ar PIRN2 Lynnm yanim
P2 pwobw amw 791 30.08.2006 013 .01 )PRI W2 w1 1R ORI 1T 2OY NNDY HRwIWIN
APT DMY MYRNRA AwYN w931 1My 7277 XD 1UNYn R 0D yIND Yanit amnK 72 ,yan yani
N2 MIPWR PRYR( 0Ny MIwpNTR TITT M 0T 23Ny 0R 2230 v D Mon® 3770 Yani oK
TRITA AY?ANT A0 R YA nbw yna a0 Bw pao PomR YT N IMRD )R nEor 1o
P02 O1wpoR

927 By Ay TR NP AR NIWRN WR CIBPLR IXIT NYyTIT yIna 012 aPapni 29.08.2006 0123
)IChessU N1310 NX nnnani 7920mM( 2 Nyanii Nk NR nionxnw 772071 ,E-Legion N72n3 Ay»ani
NR ©°7°0R D71 1D DY CuBwn NIPYD YUY DINyn OPKR D A JONXM ma’en nan nawn
T 71720m 01 2n5n Sapni 31.08.2006 2 07K ,)'2 MEDI TN AT 20317 pAYR( IR 1IN
9 By L)'A MBS 1At MR 2N pRyR( 1IN0 DR 00RO PR PpR Iy DRAT2 03 K1 12
102N 20D AYPANT P mavp By oMK W D°YaNIT Oy Ry naw M2

2w Drnan MR NewsForge Pran 5w 20> 1mo-xa 51 yinn 5% Mo 31.08.2006 01°2.4
5y oy ¥y 5IpY wpsad myeani 9272 1PRIynT And IR LDIT0PRI 00BN ,TINT MME 0mna
2N57 712 ,yNT DR 00D 23D MR XY .09 mnaa PR nPTpY Tmwn py N
mansn pnyn( NewsForge TNX2 72057 mnome 15.09.2006 012 .1 7y°an> 7210 nbps ovyanid
JMEn 7% 7Y anT an3% yanit n2an ayeam 72 ,)"7 ned: 1wy g

mESI 1AIBY AME 72N57 PAYI( "MK MY NOYA T Y AN Yy Ay T anome 04.09.2006 015
MNR2 AY°2NT 73T 00D T 71203 MIPY2 ORI 1M AP PPy 1M 0°373 7wl 1 Py )'n
1937 XY 19K D'm0"ER .02 a2 DR 01 BY XIPAT R ,Slashdot.org 07°31 ,0°37 LIMVIR



TN 2N0M PMY 1A TN 01 WK INRD MY 1P PR OH1078W 03 AR ,09ynT? 0°yanii
uRn PRyt N0 1°2 Law-Data vawnn AnX2 00710 7y°2n7 727 Whttp://jinchess.com/ichessu
JPNynn 9% pwsin 7TInR nwaa 1301
MDOR MR LIPRD-WRI ARPPNT WK UANR2 PPYAT MBPR DR YT ¥oa1 07.09.2006 072.6
XY .1 yann Sw 2P 1am 2 nyania nean Hya mewes vnabR M 03 M3 ANNwE? yanii Tnynm
DPPRAY 1M RWAD T 2 NYaNI NvIn Y3 NI LjReD M DR YN w1 ,Yant DR RIN ROw
02 .7Y°aNT 2N DX 92p% 270 RweR 1 09I LIYPANT 2Non PRIy 12 WA T YN Nwat 0va
NI DR WD NI DY MY wIDAY Owpa yaInm DR anmmen pmwen o mp 30.09.2006 ,Naw
JMID-X2 Oy MEYNA RS T8 omws vy wawn X9 nubpw an x> 5o amw o5 xin2 nxn
yna BRw ,92pna .ORIN DD K99 ,1MD-RI 0T Dy AN Ty DD uwcD n Oy wasne yAna 07000
Dy NRT WY KW ORALTANT W onw X1 R ORT w2 ONYN R IV ORI 10D N DR
nrn 5y35 wien 1Unyn R 0D ynD m1y jawed I ?1 yania T By nowl RIT OXT R MY NYT
SARYD M NN MPWOR TPOR YRR 5 WNRNT RN .ORIN XYY wanT? 2790 R ,7y°ana Py 10 WK
TI0Y MR 7Y°NT 2N0 AR 2 eR 121 30.09.2006 T2 701D uRR P2%P 203 DORWRD MY WSl
DR -1-H
T AwP2Y 6 Ty 1 D°2°Y01 DIRINMA D°PXNIY 0°OM0M3 TAWAT NPNTWN Noonan AYWw 537
M2 0°yanIT MY TYPANT 2RO 03 MD 07N 73N b anvp by oman ayeT M ooyan®
WTINA DRI 2 MPAw32 Y237 19w( PR 1A vNI1D AmNT 1 yanim yani *an3 nbapn pannae yTina
121 1 AN PO ARIHT AYRIA 0D Y12pD w0 L1900 MumsnT nruawni m01n L1597 .)72m0aD
:71y°2N7 205 TE° By 1T pos
DRYIN P027p A @vnby 2vpmn o2up»aIN 3185/03 R”Y( P1UPTIR NoYNa yapiw 8.1
MR 171 ,1°7-°2 °an> HyID2 WM RPW AR 072 0pn 01w )802 ,m0 1Ry 2T nya
DIY° O3 DR IR Y°AN? 0PN 009N 0PVPI 02 0PN L RPNTY LIYXIAD 7177017 DR
1707 5w P 9272 Syea Ay T Bw MM
an> nwan bw bywa ayT anwyaw opn 0o y2p apioan 19bma yapw "ayTn by 2
°7-2 20D XXM K2 OR AR ,TYI IMIRD TR NP QPN ,0°YAND YIT 700 1M, Ayeani
P2 ROWIT YIP D )AREATY YT W IR TTPWS 1952 NRN( MIPNT DR DRI 71132
Iy w0 00 KW P 160,59 ,)2(97 By-pn /ANt 10 Ta1 PoynoN 1113/97 Ny
TR POBW 732 TV WRANTWN APP0D MK B DY 7 ARIM™AN Ty *10 DY "AYyITR” Iy DR
DM PP T NEPNA AYIAPA T2 ARXATT TYIMN 187 TW 1IN AR YT R 7R Jon:
YR Ty 125 Bnnn Myyn nwano
Dy-pn AR Ty ,1UwTRR A R 548/94 R7W31 Y *RA-DYDR MUMR R ,Twnna.s
5> Oy ,wpan IR TINRWD PPT-72 220D NRXMT2 21 Ay a0 0o 1781 ,1779 ,)2(94
TWOAT 2P0 NIYRW DD AR 21D DY AV DR 207yt 7Ry 9p 8% 1207
AT ERY 73,77 Dy DR Ny T MTIR NPRI N93p NY3m D30 MM T RN R0
LRIDR 200 WATA .O2TYIMA PIH AR MA2b 07D 792 X RY ,PT-2 20D nYapa 1T Bya
- PMon YN N TP ARRAMT 2977 00 1P wr 1. JIRIRAT ToY0 AR TIoon
PR ,MIPNA DY12p7 DYRART 7390 172 nawm 1 nvvon or 197,10 Sya b ny T R0
;" 7om ooy R ApTRn 9o
S T3 2vtR nPwyn b 2R 2984/01 N7y2 10 03 yap PLona 10 numwin '30.4
RWT 137 7p0T LRRMA NP DN OyRwn TN YT D npna 0o 839 )2(3R 1 oo
N2V T IRINT AYRIW CYRwn TM N2 PRI 07 RPW O3 ,1PM012 NXP 17PN
DPRyD 2Wwn 2XPNT MR Swnd 70 YRR IR WD IRINIY T3P0 Nwpann 02T
P71 POR DY YT 1wnnw pEo PRY RN ,MODWS DN AR nNwpan 2m7 1a2 N9 nvpnb
.28.10.01 TIRN Ty 1YY Oy MIND 2°wni N2 ,NRT Mank .14.02.01 012 mxnn 9ab
Mapn wNa P301 onb2 R M a%R 021 O W PRRaR nwwd 1 910 aTn MR
TA MNP AT 0°927 2312 L[ LMINTIR PNPY DY ,am0n PR ,mmwd mIND OnmINg PR T
5531 ponon® opn WP RWIS MwnT Y NwwT ROR 03 LD DY .pRwn nyw wnn
JPT-poR DR 1N By Ay T yaTn 0w 0n1 vabw "Iy
NWPN SYINR T DY RN VR AYant bw anvp by bypa Ay e oyani? 0 pod 9o Pr.8
JIRZAA? NN 100N WIRN ANTY MW MwPR wONTOR 1INl IR Lyn? 2032 70 By 1208 R
AN T3 AYPANT 7701 KPW AR DY 0D AR 0NN L YINA Sw TR AP Oy T 1D mpnnni
7 POR 1P nan By wT ORI ARYpRT NIpna
mubna S Nwpa wAT? Mt TMmw onP Dw LT PO NP DR Pr1 DD 0% R o°yani® 10 ma.9
NP MR TV T PN T2 Ny’ 18 ox2
71207 2037 oRN72 1°7 POR 1°D VAWM N*2 '35 wpann 13 Y WwR.10



MY R 2 N
ynm o"a



22X 52 *1nnn vawnn v
1984 / 06 R

Y2

°P02IR"MN 7730058 .1

M5 X2 MIYERRI

SWhp 2 NI Ty
,42220 .1

R 75 amnb mn
47226

S7A

7721737 7TI009K .1

IchessU Limited .2
,'?W"’O NN 21T ANN NTAIRNRT 0020
.1 yanin ,bN'IW’D AR 7RI MYyxXnNa

17 poD

ORNTA 7 POR P2 17 MR PIT 7T0 MIPN MR YIPS JIANTP MY Nwpa WAT RP DYANIT PRI
STIIRT P 970 MIpn® 97 1 206 nupn®

J"w 110,000 5w 0190 y2In° 7Y 1A nbwe ovyanin.

NR 77991 Jinchess NI YW Mpni TP wIW MWYL 0°YaNIT DY 0IRT YIIp Y21 X DR 101 .2
320 nnoaw JinChess N1on '757 noo12n iChessU Client 2n°30n0

PMIRZIT MODS N"Y 02 7T MY DML DR vEwH MR YN mbwr 0°yanin.s3
Y707 NWAT KWL Cwawn 7YY 1921 7Y anT 205 NI Nruawnn

VoW



2006-08-21

(23:35:51) Alex Rabinovich:
Sasha

(23:35:52) Alex Rabinovich:
hey

(23:36:08) msashal:

Hello

(23:36:14) Alex Rabinovich:
how is going?

(23:36:32) msashal:

ok, I guess

(23:36:39) Alex Rabinovich:
you guess?

(23:36:48) Alex Rabinovich:
I heard it is hot in Israel now
(23:36:54) Alex Rabinovich:
right?

(23:36:54) Alex Rabinovich:
about 42 degrees Alik said
(23:36:55) msashal:

A bit

(23:37:11) msashal:

I'm in an airconditioned room most of the time
(23:37:25) Alex Rabinovich:
ohh

(23:37:29) Alex Rabinovich:
so u dont feel the difference
(23:37:51) Alex Rabinovich:
lawyers sent me email..
(23:38:04) Alex Rabinovich:
they said it is rediclious issue
(23:38:18) Alex Rabinovich:

and that they feel that this is too small for them even to deal with..

(23:38:35) Alex Rabinovich:
suggested to solve it between you and IchessU
(23:39:24) msashal:

what issue?

(23:39:31) Alex Rabinovich:
the GPL

(23:39:36) Alex Rabinovich:
JIN GPL

(23:40:14) msashal:

What do you mean by "solve"?
(23:40:21) Alex Rabinovich:
finish it...

(23:40:28) Alex Rabinovich:
and not tisturb lawyers :)
(23:41:27) msashal:

'R 1201

Alex, I guess if you haven't been home recently then you haven't received it yet, but we have filed a

lawsuit against you and IChessU, so your lawyers will most certainly need to get involved.

(23:41:44) Alex Rabinovich:
ohh

(23:41:45) Alex Rabinovich:
lol



(23:41:48) Alex Rabinovich:
u serious?

(23:41:56) msashal:

dead serious

(23:42:02) Alex Rabinovich:
against me?

(23:42:04) Alex Rabinovich:
and IchesSU?

(23:43:21) Alex Rabinovich:
ok..

(23:43:33) Alex Rabinovich:
I guess somebody should/will receive it
2006-08-28

(16:48:58) msashal:

Hello, Alex. Have you received the papers?
(16:49:25) Alex Rabinovich:
not as far as I know..
(16:49:45) msashal:

Are you back in Israel?
(16:49:48) Alex Rabinovich:
no

(16:49:57) Alex Rabinovich:
abroad now..

(16:50:13) msashal:

I see

(16:50:24) Alex Rabinovich:
where am I supposed to get them?
(16:50:45) msashal:

I sent them to your home address
(16:50:50) Alex Rabinovich:
my home?

(16:50:53) Alex Rabinovich:
what home?

(16:50:54) msashal:

yes

(16:50:57) msashal:

Azur

(16:51:00) Alex Rabinovich:
lol

(16:51:03) Alex Rabinovich:
I dont live there

(16:51:13) Alex Rabinovich:
we are in relocation
(16:51:22) Alex Rabinovich:
canceled apartment in azur
(16:51:34) msashal:

Ok, so where do I send you the papers?
(16:51:38) Alex Rabinovich:
hmhm

(16:51:42) Alex Rabinovich:
good question..

(16:51:49) Alex Rabinovich:
to USA ;)

(16:51:52) Alex Rabinovich:
hmhm

(16:51:55) Alex Rabinovich:
no idea..



(16:52:05) Alex Rabinovich:

Seychelles?

(16:52:06) Alex Rabinovich:

wait

(16:52:13) Alex Rabinovich:

it is against me or company?

(16:52:25) msashal:

both

(16:52:30) Alex Rabinovich:

both?

(16:52:30) Alex Rabinovich:

hmhm

(16:52:35) Alex Rabinovich:

how can it be?

(16:52:51) msashal:

easily

(16:52:57) Alex Rabinovich:

ok..

(17:04:35) msashal:

So can you give me an address?

(17:05:24) Alex Rabinovich:

hmhm

(17:05:29) Alex Rabinovich:

u sue me..

(17:05:37) Alex Rabinovich:

will talk to lawyers what to do

(17:06:45) msashal:

I can send it to you via Skype, if you want.
(17:06:52) Alex Rabinovich:

no way

(17:06:57) Alex Rabinovich:

only official ways from now

(17:07:29) msashal:

Then I can send it to your lawyers.
2006-08-30

(19:33:11) msashal:

So, Alex, have you consulted your lawyers?
(19:33:29) Alex Rabinovich:

o

(19:34:50) msashal:

About giving me an address to send you the papers
(19:41:06) msashal:

hello?

(19:41:21) Alex Rabinovich:

sasha

(19:41:28) Alex Rabinovich:

do what you need to do

(19:41:52) Alex Rabinovich:

I stop talking to you at this moment,you decided to take legal actions
(19:41:53) Alex Rabinovich:

do it

(19:42:11) msashal:

So you are refusing to give me an address where I can serve you?
(19:43:01) msashal:

You can't say I haven't tried to solve the problem with you without resorting to legal actions.
(19:43:06) msashal:

but you left me no choice



(19:46:27) msashal:

as you wish

(19:53:25) Alex Rabinovich:

you didnt try

(19:53:56) msashal:

I told you many times that you are violating the GPL and infringing on my copyright.
(19:54:22) msashal:

Do you want me to find and show you the Skype conversation where you tell me that I should go
ahead and talk to a lawyer?

(19:54:36) Alex Rabinovich:

sasha

(19:54:43) Alex Rabinovich:

the whole issue is weird

(19:54:44) Alex Rabinovich:

cause

(19:54:45) Alex Rabinovich:

we :

(19:54:52) Alex Rabinovich:

1.Wanted to pay you money

(19:55:01) msashal:

that's irrelevant

(19:55:07) Alex Rabinovich:

2.We published what GPL asks to

(19:55:08) msashal:

I did not accept your offer

(19:55:12) msashal:

No you haven't

(19:55:22) Alex Rabinovich:

you decide that this is not enough for you
(19:55:24) msashal:

you may *think* you have

(19:55:34) msashal:

but I've explained you a dozen times that you are wrong
(19:55:46) Alex Rabinovich:

I might think, but lawyers tell us what to do concerning the legal decisions
(19:55:48) msashal:

and now it's up to the court to decide who is right
(19:55:54) Alex Rabinovich:

ok..

(19:56:00) msashal:

then let the lawyers fight it out in court
(19:56:01) Alex Rabinovich:

then do what you need to do

(19:56:04) Alex Rabinovich:

and

(19:56:09) Alex Rabinovich:

stop talking to me

(19:56:12) Alex Rabinovich:

any communication

(19:56:17) msashal:

but running away and refusing to accept the papers is just cowardly
(19:56:18) Alex Rabinovich:

should be done through your lawyers

(19:56:28) msashal:

Tell me an address where I can contact you
(19:56:35) msashal:

and I will gladly tell my lawyers to do so



(19:56:55) Alex Rabinovich:

I told you..I am not in the country right now..

(19:56:55) msashal:

or tell me the contact for *your* lawyers and I will talk to them
(19:57:00) msashal:

I don't care

(19:57:10) Alex Rabinovich:

ok..dont care

(19:57:11) msashal:

not being in the country is not an excuse to escape justice
(19:58:00) msashal:

what's the difference whether you are in the country or not? You don't have address where you are
now?

(19:58:04) msashal:

Is it the middle of the desert?



'S Mool

From: Alexander Zverev <Alexander.Zverev@e-legion.com>

Date: Aug 29, 2006 6:06 PM

Subject: RE: Copyright infringement notice

To: Alexander Maryanovsky <msasha@gmail.com>

Cc: Valery Loobnin <Valery.Loobnin@e-legion.com>, Andrey Strizhkin
<Andrey.Strizhkin@e-legion.com>, Albert Fishman <alik@marvell.com>

Hello Sasha.

I don't need any legal problems. We are small young Russian company and
actually hosting is not our business. We will turn off the site in 24

hours. Hope you will solve all your problems with Alex Rabinovich until

it.

To Alex Rabinovich:

Sasha, it's not good for us to receive such e-mails. We are honest
company and don’t want to have any legal problems. Say to me, what
should I do to make Sasha Maryanovsky happy?

To All:
Guys! Are you sure that need to be in war? Me - not! I'm sure we could
find normal way to live together. Think about it.

Best wishes
Sasha Zverev, CEO of e-legion

From: Alexander Maryanovsky [mailto:msasha@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 29, 2006 2:32 AM

To: Alexander Zverev

Subject: Copyright infringement notice

Hello.

E-Legion is hosting an application which infringes on my copyright.

The application is the IChessU Client, hosted at

http://www.ichessu.com/ (specifically,
http://www.ichessu.com/Download.aspx?subPage=DownloadClientApplication).
Nor you or the IChessU have a license for the Jin application
(http://www.jinchess.com), on which the IChessU client is built. I am
currently involved in legal action against IChessU, and am asking you

to remove the IChessU Client as a precaution. I do not wish to, but I

am prepared to take legal action against E-Legion as well.

Alexander (aka Sasha) Maryanovsky.



'} Mol

On 8/31/06, Alexander Zverev <Alexander.Zverev@e-legion.com> wrote:

I spent some time with ichessu, and it seems to me they will agreed with

your orders to make sources codes available to download form web.

These source codes will be on the web during next several hours. Hope it will allow you to stop you
threats to us.

I really sympathize your situation,

but I can’t understand how judging with our company could help you.

We are small company, if you want to kill us - go ahead.

I'm not a judge -

I can't really understand how is right, I understand your situation and I also have the agreement
with Ichessu. In general we are not responsible for their site content.

Please think about it all before you'll hire a new layers to fight with me.

Alex Zverev
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Alleged GPL violation spurs accusations, lawsuit
Thursday September 14, 2006 (08:01 PM GMT)
By: Bruce Byfield

Alexander Maryanovsky, the developer of Jin, a Java-based chess client, has filed a lawsuit in Israel
that alleges multiple violations of the GNU General Public License (GPL). In the suit, Maryanovsky
alleges that International Chess University (IChessU), a startup offering online chess tutoring, and
Alexander Rabinovitch, its CEO, violated both his copyright and the GPL in its production and
distribution of the IChessU client, a piece of software based on Jin. Both sides agree on the general
outline of events, but differ in their interpretation of the GPL and its applicability.

Originally from Russia, Maryanovsky is a computer science student at Tel Aviv University. Besides
Jin, his main contributions to free software are Java programs such as Chessboard and automate. He
has also made small contributions to Jedit.

Maryanovsky is especially proud of Jin. After a disastrous first version, he says, "I decided to rewrite
it from scratch, and made a promise to myself that I will not write ugly code in it -- Jin would be
perfect. It's a big reason why IChessU have been able to build on Jin so easily. Jin is very flexible,
modular, and elegant.”

The defendant, Alexander Rabinovitch, is a former professional chess player. He was World Champion
for high schools in 1996, and is ranked as an International Master, one step below Grand Master.
Although he holds a degree in software engineering and management, and has worked in the IT
industry for three years, his experience with the GPL stems mainly from IChessU’s involvement with
Jin. He describes IChessU as "a community of people, brought together by the joy of the game, taking
it one step beyond,” and as "an educational organization.”

For several weeks now, Maryanovsky has publicized the case. His Web site includes the initial
documents in the case in both English and Hebrew. His comment on another article on the GPL led to
a Slashdot article, and his version of events were also reported in Yediot Ahronot, a major Israeli
newspaper. A Google search shows that it has also been widely blogged about, with the majority of
posters siding with Maryanovsky.

Rabinovitch has been more reticent, answering questions only after consultation with his lawyer. At
first he was surprised at the publicity in the case. He now points to online articles that he believes
supports his position, such as Eric Schnell’s and Jason Rumney's blogs.

Rabinovitch also dismisses most of the publicity about the case. "All the articles were produced only
by Maryanovsky people/fans,” he says, "which is fine because they are published in developer’s
magazines/sites.” In a private email, he suggests that Maryanovsky is "setting himself the goal that if
he cannot get what he wants at least he will damage IChessU's clean reputation.”

Background events

Rabinovitch has not refuted most of the details in the account on Maryanovsky’s site when asked to
give his version of events. According to Maryanovsky, Rabinovitch approached him in early 2006 for
help writing a chess client and server for IChessU. Pleading lack of time, Maryanovsky suggested that
IChessU could either use Jin or pay him $4,000 for a commercial license instead. After Maryanovsky
gave Rabinovitch advice on technical matters and introduced him to friends with experience with
startup companies, on March 27, Rabinovitch told Maryanovsky that he planned to use Jin under the
terms of the GPL.



"He also said,” Maryanovsky writes, "that they are planning to wrap Jin in a layer that would allow it
to be controlled via a socket. I told [Rabinovitch] that I believe this would still, most likely, be
violating the GPL.”

In the end, IChessu did not use a socket, but produced its own client that Maryanovsky describes as
"95% my code and 5% theirs.” Rabinovitch agrees, writing in an email, "We never tried to hide the
fact that our client is based on the Jin code.” IChessU’s addtions included an audio/voice over IP
module, and several Java classes associated with the module. Some source code was posted to the site,
but how much and whether it included the code for the module developed by IChessU is uncertain
because, although the link to the source code remains on the IChessU site, the download page is now
unavailable.

After IChessU released its chess client, Maryanovsky contacted Rabinovitch, stating that he believed
several GPL violations had occurred. "I've offered to meet him in person and go over the GPL so that
he understands why he's violating it,” Maryanovsky writes in an email. "He refused all my efforts.”

When Rabinovitch refused to meet, Maryanovsky contacted the Free Software Foundation and the
Software Freedom Law Center. Since both are American, their members were reluctant to advise on
Israeli law. Instead, Maryanovsky took the recommendation of a friend and retained Jonathan dJ.
Klinger in the case. Klinger is an Israeli attorney who is a member of the Electronic Frontier
Foundation and has acted as a consultant on free and open source licenses.

"What other choice did I have?” Maryanovsky asks. "I don't like to be a pushover.”

Rabinovitch, however, writes that "Mr. Maryanovsky's claim is ruled much more by his greediness and
vulnerable ego than by any legal essence. The guy is hurt and tries to draw attention and damage the
other side, just to make him himself feel better and to get his name known. As a matter of fact, his
claims for the money ... can best be considered as begging and at worst as nothing less than
extortion.”

The claim

The arguments in the case are outlined in three documents appended to Maryanovsky's online
account of the dispute: an initial letter, a response to Rabinovitch's reply to the initial letter, and the
text of the lawsuit itself. Although the arguments evolve over these three documents, they remain
largely consistent. Briefly, they are:

* IChessU engaged in bad faith negotiations because, after consulting Maryanovsky, the
organization used his work without pay.

* The audio/voice module is not an independent work, since the Jin-based IChessU client cannot
compile without its code. Therefore, according to Section 2, it must also be licensed under the GPL.

* The IChessU client is released under a restrictive EULA, which limits use of the client to a
single computer and specifically forbids copying or derivative works. This incompatible license violates
section 6 of the GPL.

* Although section 1 of the GPL requires that copyright notice is preserved when redistributing,
IChessU lists the copyright as "unknown,” rather than crediting Maryanovsky.

* Screenshots of Jin appear on the IChessU site in violation of copyright. Translated from Hebrew,
the text of the lawsuit claims that "they were made by running the program in a non-licensed
manner.”

In the original letter that Klinger sent to Rabinovitch on July 6, he requested that the program be
removed from the IChessU site and that Maryanovsky be paid 20,000 New Israeli Shekels (NIS), or
about $4,500, in damages. However, the filed law suit asks for a permanent injunction against
IChessU and Rabinovitch distributing the program, court costs, and 110,000 NIS ($25,000) in
damages. 80,000 NIS ($18,000) are for the screen shots on the site.



The counter-claim

Rabinovitch replied to Klinger's original letter in an undated response in English and in private
correspondence with NewsForge. In his letter, Rabinovitch rejects the charge of bad faith negotiations
because it is made without any explanation or evidence. He also quotes the statement in section 6 of
the GPL that the original developer of a piece of software is "not responsible for enforcing compliance
by third parties” to claim that Maryanovsky and Klinger both "lack the standing to make any claims.”
Apparently believing that the GPL applies only to commercial software, he adds that "the software is
not yet available for commercial distribution and therefore the GPL does not apply to it.” However, he
seems to have now dropped both these last two claims.

Writing to NewsForge, Rabinovitch states that all source code was posted to the IChessU site,
including that for the audio-visual module -- a claim that cannot be substantiated, since all code has
now been removed from the IChessU site. He characterizes the audio/voice module as a separate
program that "has nothing in common with the original Jin (it is even written in a different computer
language!). What if we integrated into Jin a Microsoft Word button -- would Mr. Maryanovsky then
claim that we should publish the Microsoft source code as well?”

In answer to the claim that the copyright notice is not preserved, Rabinovitch writes, "We never tried
to hide the fact that our client is based on the Jin code ... There is an appropriate notice in the
Download Client page. The notice clearly states that the IChessU software application includes Jin
client for chess servers, third party software under the GPL, including links to the place where the
Jin source code was taken, and the GNU General Public License Web site and address.”

Rabinovitch's only reply to the claim that the posted screen shots are a copyright violation is to quote
a statement on Slashdot in which Maryanovsky mentions that, if the claim is upheld, it would help
him to recover legal costs. He does not comment on the issue of using a non-compatible license.

"We believe that IChessU stands in line with all GPL requirements, both legal and moral,”
Rabinovitch writes. Observing that the case seems to have become "personal” for Maryanovsky, he
describes the case as "ridiculous” and "a blackmail strategy.”

The current status

At this point, Maryanovsky says that he would "be willing to consider a settlement plus apology if one
was offered.” Part of this attitude is undoubtedly due to the fact that the case is currently indefinitely
delayed.

Klinger filed the suit under the short proceedings option. According to Klinger, under Israeli law,
short proceedings are "an option to sue for damages easier in cases where there is little defense or
factual disputes, and where the case is clear and cut already -- since the damages are statutory, there
is no dispute on the amount to be paid.” However, if the defendant can demonstrate a reasonable
defense, the case proceeds like any other.

Ordinarily, the main advantage of a short proceeding is that, if no defense is submitted, judgment is
delivered within 30 days of the defendant being served notice. However, in this case, the strategy has
backfired because Rabinovitch is apparently no longer in Israel.

According to Klinger, Rabinovitch has "fled to Canada.” Klinger adds, "We shall do the best of our
efforts to serve him either there or when he gets back to Israel.” Rabinovitch would not specify his
exact location, but says that he and his wife moved for employment and family reasons.

(Thanks to Kripken for providing translations of the Hebrew documents in the case.)

Bruce Byfield is a course designer and instructor, and a computer journalist who writes regularly for
NewsForge, Linux.com and IT Manager’s Journal.
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